
Religious Education Skills Spectrum 
(based on Brent RE Syllabus) 
 

 What do people believe and do? How do people respond to 
ultimate questions and big 
issues? 

How do beliefs and values make 
a difference to lives? 
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Explain how similarities and/or 
differences in beliefs and practices 
occur through different 
interpretation, or through the 
influence of sources and/or 
historical events and cultural 
traditions. 

Evaluate strengths and 
weaknesses of examples of 
beliefs, sources, historical events 
and cultural traditions that are 
used to explain the similarities and 
differences in shared values 
and/or responses to ultimate 
questions and issues. 

Evaluate the impact of holding 
certain beliefs and values and of 
belonging to their community of 
shared beliefs/values. 
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Explain reasons behind similarities 
and differences and connections 
between beliefs, practices, 
sources, historical events and 
cultural traditions. 

Explain reasons for the 
differences in shared values 
and/or responses to ultimate 
questions and issues, 
commenting on the validity of 
examples of beliefs, sources, 
historical events and cultural 
traditions that support their reasons. 

Show how actions, symbols and 
features show certain beliefs and 
values. 
Describe how lives may be 
affected, improved or challenged 
by belonging to a community, or by 
having certain 
beliefs and values. 
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Suggest reasons for connections, 
similarities and differences 
between sources, beliefs and 
practices, in detail, and using 
examples to support these. 
Identify links with historical 
events and cultural traditions. 

Suggest reasons for differences 
and similarities in shared values 
and responses to ultimate questions 
and issues. Refer to sources in 
detail that support/link to their 
reasons. 

Explain how actions, symbols and 
features demonstrate certain 
beliefs and values. Suggest how 
these may affect, improve or 
provide challenge in the lives of 
believers. 
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 Describe the beliefs, practices and 

sources in detail and with correct 
vocabulary. 
Identify similarities, differences and 
connections between beliefs, 
practices and sources. 

Identify and describe similarities and 
differences in responses to ultimate 
questions. 
Suggest lines of enquiry and 
sources to investigate these 
responses. 

Describe the actions, features and 
symbols of a believer in detail and 
with correct vocabulary. Identify the 
similarities and differences, and 
describe how they show certain 
beliefs and values. 
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Describe beliefs, practices and 
sources. Make links between 
these. 

Describe responses or 
experiences to ultimate questions 
and issues, linking with values, 
beliefs and sources. 
Identify the shared values linked 
to these responses. 
Formulate own ultimate questions. 

Describe features, actions and 
symbols that impact on the life of a 
believer, making links 
with/suggesting the beliefs and 
values behind these. 
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 Recount beliefs, practices and 
sources with correct vocabulary. 

Identify ultimate questions and 
issues. 
Express own and others’ responses 
or experiences. 

Recount with correct vocabulary 
the actions, symbols and features 
of identity and belonging. 
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 Recall some information. Express own views and 
feelings or experiences in 
response/linked to ultimate 
questions and issues. 

Recall features, symbols, and 
actions related to identity and 
belonging. 
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 Recognise examples of beliefs, 
practices and sources, or key 
words. 

Express a response to simple 
questions or sources relating to 
ultimate questions or issues. 

Recognise examples of features, 
symbols and actions, or key words. 

 
 


